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Ȱɚɜɚɏɱ ɍɜɌɞɔ ɕ ɝɑɝɞɜɔ Ɏ Ɂɜɔɝɞɱ! 

ɿ ʇʨʘʟʥʠʢʦʤ ʈʽʟʜʚʘ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚʦʛʦ ʡ ʅʦʚʠʤ 2012 ʈʦʢʦʤ 

ɹʦʞʠʤ, ʭʦʯʫ ʚʽʜ ʩʝʙʝ ʪʘ ʩʚʦʻʾ ʨʦʜʠʥʠ ʩʢʣʘʩʪʠ ʚʩʽʤ 

ɺʘʤ ʱʠʨʠʡ, ʩʝʨʜʝʯʥʠʡ ʧʨʠʚʽʪ. ʎʴʦʛʦ ʈʽʟʜʚʘ ʥʘʚʝʨʥʽʤʦ 

ʚʩʽ ʩʚʦʾ ʜʫʤʢʠ, ʩʚʦʻ ʩʝʨʮʝ ʪʘ ʩʚʦʶ ʽʩʪʦʪʫ ʜʦ ʎʘʨʷ 

ʄʠʨʫ ï ʍʨʠʩʪʘ. ɸ ɺʽʥ ʅʘʰ ʉʧʘʩʠʪʝʣʴ ʧʦʜʘʩʪʴ ʥʘʤ 

ʥʘʡʙʽʣʴʰʠʡ ʜʘʨʫʥʦʢ ï ɺɯʏʅɽ ɾʀʊʊʗ! 

In this Holy Season, we gather around the Son of God, Who is born of the Virgin. We 

are called to bear strong witness to our faith in Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

showing our commitment to His Holy Incarnation. For us, daily life must be under-

taken in the light of His coming from the Heavens for the recreation of the nations. 

This Christocentric direction inspires many acts of communion, sacrifices and gener-

ous volunteer efforts in our communities. 

As the day of Christmas approaches, let us be mindful of the words of the angel who 

told the shepherds: òThis very day in Davidõs town your Saviour was born ð Christ the 

Lord! (Luke 2:11). As we prepare to celebrate this holy day, we must not forget who 

Christ is. Looking into the face of Our Saviour we can see and meet the holiness, the 

grace and the love of our Eternal and Heavenly Father. 

May you all experience inner peace and joy and may the worldwide rejoicing in the 

Nativity of Christ enrich all your lives. Let us all go to Christ to give Him our life and 

in return receive from Him the Gift of ETERNAL LIFE! 

ʅʝʭʘʡ ʅʦʚʦʥʘʨʦʜʞʝʥʠʡ ʉʧʘʩʠʪʝʣʴ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʩ ʟʤʽʮʥʠʪʴ ʫ 

ʥʘʰʠʭ ʩʝʨʮʷʭ ʩʠʣʴʥʫ ʚʽʨʫ ʪʘ ʙʨʘʪʥʶ ʣʶʙʦʚ, ʷʢ ʪʘʢʦʞ 

ʥʘʩʪʘʥʦʚʠʪʴ ʥʘʩ ʜʦ ʧʦʩʪʽʡʥʦʛʦ ʩʣʫʞʽʥʥʷ ɹʦʛʦʚʽ ʪʘ 

ʥʘʰʽʡ ʂʘʪʝʜʨʘʣʴʥʽʡ ɻʨʦʤʘʜʽ. 

CHRIST IS BORN!  LET US GLORIFY HIM! 

In Christõs love, 

 

Father Stephan & Dobrodiyka Diana. 

GREETINGS FROM THE CATHEDRAL DEAN  

Ɂɜɔɝɞɚɝ ȼɚɒɐɌɯɞɨɝɫ!  ȽɗɌɎɱɘɚ ȵɚɏɚ! 
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N ATIVITY  GREETINGS FROM  FR. CORNELL  

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ ï members and participants in the life of St. Johnõs Cathedral! 

ʍʨʠʩʪʦʩ ʨʦʞʜʘʻʪʴʩʷ! Christ is born! 

When the Lord Jesus was born of the Holy Virgin, the whole universe was filled with light. 
The shepherds watched in the fields. The Magi worshipped, and the Angels sang. 

But Herod was troubled, for God had appeared in the flesh. 
He is the Saviour of our souls (Stykhyra from Nativity Vespers) 

I and my family greet and embrace each and every one of you joyously, this Nativity season, and we 
assure you of our sincerest prayers for good health, Godõs many bounties and success in your many 
new endeavours and works in the coming year! 

In the stykhera verse above, we are given a wonderful summary of òthe moodó of the universe as it 
witnessed the birth-in-the-flesh of the Son of God, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Homes, 
adorned in lights and decorations at this wonderful time of the year, attempt to remind us of that 
Great Light which shone that first night. 

Like the shepherds tending to their duties, unaware of the great miracle occurring around them un-
til the announcement comes from the angels above, we keep to our daily routines, sometimes not 
paying attention to that very same mystery ð of God becoming man, so that man could become di-
vine ð distracted by our busy-ness and sales ads, not really òhearingó the news of the birth of our 
Lord until we are finally standing in the church and listening to the festal hymns.  

The Magi worship with pure joy, having found the Child they sought out for so long, and traveled 
from so far to see. They continue to inspire us to be vigilant and determined to fight off every obsta-
cle and challenge that would attempt to keep us at a distance from our Lord. They continue to be 
examples of the courage needed to worship Christ without fear of òthe worldó which continues to 
convince us to reject Him. They continue to encourage us to be confident and to stay the course in 
our own individual journeys toward Christ. 

And, of course, Herod is troubled because of his fear of losing power and authority. There are those 
who, today, fear submitting themselves to Christ, not realizing that submission to Him is, in fact, 
òputting Him onó ourselves; it is the acquisition of the power of choosing life over death, which is ð 
the ultimate freedom! 

May this Nativity bring to you and your household the great Light of Christ, which brings joy, cour-
age and confidence as we navigate our way through a complicated, busy and often hazardous life. 
His birth-in-the-flesh is a promise that we may be born into eternal life ð let us struggle with òall 
our heart, with all our mind and with all our strengthó to not lose hope in the fulfillment of this 
promise, to be determined in living our lives as the Gospel directs us, in love and harmony with our 
neighbour. 

ʉʣʘʚʤʦ ʥʦʚʦʥʘʨʦʜʞʝʥʥʦʛʦ ʍʨʠʩʪʘ! Let us glorify the newborn Christ! 
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Presidentõs Message. 

 As I reflect back upon 2011 as it rapidly comes to its end, I realize how busy a year it was!  Major renova-
tions and upgrades have been completed. The Cathedral steps have been refurbished making it safer for everyoneõs 
use. The new signs for the Cathedral and the Cultural Centre are a welcomed addition and we received many fa-
vourable comments from not only our parishioners but also from our guests. The new ceiling, lights, screen and 
projector in the Cultural Centre enhances the use of the facility. With our Cathedral now being on 
òFacebookó( www.facebook.com/UOCSJB), we have now entered cyber space! 

There are still things to be done to maintain our facility. Top priority is the replacement of the roofing on 
our Cathedral before further interior damage occurs. This will be a major expenditure however it must be done this 
coming year. I urge everyone to be generous when called upon to cover this costly repair. 

There are also things to be done to maintain our Church. We all should be undertaking missionary work to 
increase our Church attendance, increase our number of members, and increase our participation in the Church ac-
tivities. We can no longer remain passive and expect others to do it. As Orthodox Christians we are called upon to 
continue the work started by the Disciples. As we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, may 
we be mindful of the true meaning of Christmas. 

  I want to acknowledge and extend sincere a thank you to all who have dedicated their talents, time and 
effort for the benefit of our parish. I wish to especially thank everyone who has taken an executive position not only 
on the Church Council but in all the organizations and committees. I urge others to take their turn in serving for a 
term. I also would like to thank all of our volunteers, benefactors and donors who have helped within the Cathedral 
and the Cultural Centre. Without you our parish could not function. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.  

May this Christmas season bring you peace and hope and may you be blessed with health and happiness in the New 
Year!  

With Christian Greetings, 

Eugene L. Topolnisky 

http://www.facebook.com/UOCSJB
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